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Structure of the BNFStructure of the BNF
Guidance on Prescribing, (writing a prescription, 

prescribing in palliative care).

Emergency Treatment of Poisoning, management 
of acute poisoning.

Classified notes on clinical conditions, drugs, and 
preparations:preparations:

15 chapters, (related to a particular system of the 
body or to an aspect of medical care). Each chapter 
is further divided into classified sections (usually 
begins with prescribing notes followed by relevant 
drug monographs and preparations (see fig. 1)). 



Appendices and Indices: includes 5 Appendices 

1- drug interactions 

2- Borderline substances

3- cautionary and advisory labels for dispensed medicines 

Structure of the BNF (cont.)Structure of the BNF (cont.)

4- intravenous additives 

5- wound management

The Dental Practitioners’ Formulary, the Nurse 
Prescribers’ Formulary, Non medical Prescribing, Index 
of Manufacturers, and the main Index. 



Figure 1



Finding information in the BNFFinding information in the BNF
 Index:

where entries are included in alphabetical order of non-
proprietary drug names, proprietary drug names, clinical 
conditions, and prescribing topics. The page reference to 

the drug monograph is shown in bold type.

Contents (p. iv):Contents (p. iv):

provides a hierarchy of how information in the BNF is 
organised.

The beginning of each chapter:

includes a classified hierarchy of how information is 
organised in that chapter.



Finding information in the BNF (cont.)Finding information in the BNF (cont.)

Running heads:

located next to the page number on the top of each 
page, show the section of the BNF that is being used.

Thumbnails:

on the outer edge of each page, show the chapter of 
the BNF that is being used.

Cross-references:

lead to additional relevant information in other parts 
of the BNF.
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