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Adult life span
10-12 months

Larvae penetrate the mucosa, enter the lymphatics and
venules, migrate to the right heart and lungs, break out
into the alveoli, moult twice, ascend the respiratory tree
and descend the oesophagus to mature in the intestine.
Maturation in humans 2 months.

Eosinophilia

Mature in 1-2 weeks. Viable months—years
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Pathology and Clinical features

Skin penetration by larvae may cause local irritation.
Migrating larvae can cause pneumonitis, and ectopic larvae
can sometimes be found in the brain and other viscera. A
characteristic serpiginous urticarial rash (larva currens) is
seen on the trunk and buttocks.

Established infection may have no signs or symptoms, or |
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